
ABATE of WashingtonVol. 42, Issue 6                                                           June 2020

INSIDE  |  Motorcyclist Rights & Legislative Information  |  Events  |  Chapter Reports  | & More

Freedom
A  B r o t h e r h o o d  A g A i n s t  t o t A l i t A r i A n  e n A c t m e n t s

Dedicated to Freedom of the Road



"

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
mAil to:  ABATE of WASHINGTON

PO Box 8369
Tacoma, WA 98419-0369

STATE DIRECTORY/Membership form
Unless specified otherwise, the mailing address for officers and committee heads is ABATE of Washington, P.O. Box 8369, Tacoma WA 98419-0369
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Coordinator Lyle Coyle 253-326-5201 coordinator@abate-wa.org

Senior Deputy Coordinator Scott Robinson 509-250-2001 scotth_robinson@yahoo.com
deputye@abate-wa.org

Junior Deputy Coordinator Chris Varner 360-440-1344 buellboybynight@aol.com
deputyw@abate-wa.org

Secretary Steve “Boxman” Carlsberg secretary@abate-wa.org

Treasurer Koeta Imhof 253-845-7013 koeta@comcast.net

NCOM Ambassador Sam Bonomo 253-218-5811 ambassadorncom@abate-wa.org

Ambassador at Large Dutch Phillips ambassadoratlarge@abate-wa.org
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By-laws Barb Hunter 253-223-9911 bylaws@abate-wa.org

Chaplain Sam Bonomo 253-218-5811 chaplain@abate-wa.org

Citations John Lawson 253-887-7666 citationsofficer@abate-wa.org

Communications Warner “G-Man” Gilbert 253-224-3273 com1@abate-wa.org

Insurance abatemember@comcast.net

Legislative Louise Bentley 253-495-3624 legislative1@abate-wa.org

Membership Greg Hansen 360-229-6653 membership@abate-wa.org

Newsletter Shawn West newsletter@abate-wa.org

Parliamentarian Andy McAffe parliamentarian@abate-wa.org

Products Jenny Rogers 206-618-1619 products@abate-wa.org

Public Relations Susan “Stars” Carson pr1@abate-wa.org

Quartermaster Dave Knott quartermaster@abate-wa.org

Safety & Education Program Harry Burgess 7720 Oakberg Ln SW, Rochester, WA 98579
safety_education@abate-wa.org

Sergeant at Arms Travis Herseim

Security chiefofsecurity@abate-wa.org

Swap Meet Jenny Rogers PO Box 1344, Milton WA 98354
swapmeet@abate-wa.org

Spring Opener Jimmy George 253-678-1713 Jamesgeorge5@comcast.net

State Audit

Webmaster Leon Staub webmaster@abate-wa.org

Take Action 
Today!

JOIN NOW
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD

Mail application or
Join Online

abate-wa.org

New Membership                    1 year $30         3 year $70         5 year $105         
 Dues for  
      Life $300

Renewal Membership            1 year $25         3 year $65         5 year $100

ABATE OF WASHINGTON IS A 501(C)(4) NOT FOR PROFIT NON-CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

TODAY’S DATE CHAPTER (REFER TO DIRECTORY FOR A LIST OF CHAPTERS)

NAME OR CHECK HERE IF NO CHAPTER AFFILIATION DESIRED   
ADDRESS MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (FOR RENEWALS)

CITY, ST ZIP LAST EXPIRATION DATE

PHONE ORIGINAL JOIN DATE

EMAIL REFERRED BY MEMBER #

VOTER             Yes      No
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CHAPTER DIRECTORY
CHAPTER REP CHAPTER CONTACT BUSINESS MEETING SOCIAL MEETING
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Columbia Gorge
PO Box 357
Goldendale, WA 98620

Terry Arthur
509-250-1472
tlarthur59@gmail.com

2nd Monday 7:00 PM
American Legion 
108 North Grant, Goldendale, WA 98620

Grant County
P.O. Box 1392
Moses Lake, WA 98837

Susan Carson
206-612-2555
nhragirl2010@gmail.com

3rd Thursday 7:00 PM
American Legion
276 8th Ave NW, Ephrata, WA 98823

Spokane Chapter
PoB 11094 
Spokane Valley, WA 99211

Shawn West
email only
seasonintonight@hotmail.com

2nd Saturday 10:00 AM
Jackson Street Bar & Grill
2436 N Astor St, Spokane, WA 99207

Kittitas County
P.O. Box 1724
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Joe Hill 
509-929-2762
papahill.66@gmail.com

1st Tuesday 6:00 PM Business meeting
Buzz Inn Steakhouse
2202 South Canyon Road, Ellensburg, WA

5:30 PM social prior to business 
meeting

Tri-Cities Chapter
112 W 21st Ave
Kennewick, WA 99337

Kat Bolton
509-430-9688  
Kathi_Young@msn.com

2nd Thursday 6:30 PM
Kennewick Eagles
115 N. Fruitland

6 PM social prior to business 
meeting

Central Washington Chapter
PoB 11603
Yakima, WA 98901

Sherri Haga
509-308-9044
sherri0222@yahoo.com

4th Thursday 6:00 PM
Yakima Eagles
307 W. Chestnut Ave. Yakima, WA 98902
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Elk Country
PO Box 1835
Morton, WA 98356

Shane Weiker
360-880-8193
elkcountryabate@yahoo.com

1st Sunday at 12:00 noon
Moose Lodge
102 Main Ave., Morton, WA 98356

Grays Harbor
PO Box 1032
Aberdeen, WA 98520

Jackie Duncan 
360-532-4212
jackieduncan6767@gmail.com 

2nd Wednesday 6:30 PM
Forty & Eight Veteran’s Club
2313 Simpson Ave., Aberdeen, WA 98520

Lewis County
P.O. Box 1108 
Centralia, WA 98531

Paul Mordick
360-304-2416
lewiscountyabate@gmail.com

2nd & 4th Wed 7:00 PM 
Kit Carson Restaurant
107 Interstate Ave. , Chehalis Wa. 98532

6 PM social prior to business 
meeting

Pacific County
P.O. Box 203 
Naselle, WA 98638

John Tschannen
360-484-3114
johnnytxlch57@yahoo.com

1st Sunday 10:00 AM 
Hunter’s Inn
1060 State Route 4, Naselle, WA 98638
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East Pierce County 
PO Box 906 
Auburn, WA 98071-0906

Jeffery Bowen
253-549-8274
Slfd9129@gmail.com

First Sunday 10:00 AM 
The Wagon Wheel Restaurant and Lounge
121 WA-162 W, South Prairie, WA 98385

If 1st Sun. is on a holiday week-
end check our website for date 
change abateepcc.wixsite.com/epcc

Rat City
PO Box 46033
Seattle, WA 98146

Chad Wells
206-228-1823
chadwells1975@icloud.com

2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM Business meeting
Elmer’s Bar & Grill
15027 SW Ambaum Blvd., Burien, WA 98166

6:30 PM social prior to business 
meeting

South King County
P.O. Box 1931 
Auburn, WA 98071-1931

Adalinda Vaona
425-606-1385
vaona59@gmail.com

1st Monday 6:30 PM 
Spunky Monkey Bar & Grill
124 2nd St SE, Auburn, WA 98002

When the 1st Monday of the
month is a Holiday the meeting
will be on the 2nd Monday

Spanaway
PO Box 154 
Spanaway, WA 98387

Billy De Hunter
253-223-5393
wcfango3@hotmail.com

1st Tuesday 7:00 PM
Uncle Sam’s American Bar & Grill
16003 Pacific Ave. S, Spanaway, WA 98387

10:00 AM agenda planning mtg
Sunday prior to business mtg

Star Lake
P.O. Box 1344
Milton, WA 98354 

Bob Howard
206-601-0614
bobtahoe@aol.com

1st Sunday 10 AM
Bud’s Tavern
2702 Milton Way Milton WA 98354

Tacoma 
PO Box 98178
Lakewood, WA 98498

Dan Barker
425-785-1597
coordinator@tacomaabate.org

1st Wednesday 7:00 PM
VFW Post #969 
3510 McKinley Ave East, Tacoma, WA 98404

R
EP

 4
 

 C
H

AP
R

EP
4@

AB
AT

E-
W

A.
O

R
G North Snohomish County

6406 60th PLACE NE
Marysville, WA 98270

Gary Benham
425-280-5042
garyben64@msn.com

3rd Sunday 11AM
Everett Eagles Club
1216 Broadway, Everett

Sky Valley
P.O. Box 784 
Snohomish, WA 98291

Rod Hobelman 
425-330-4258 
hdreddog92@aol.com

2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Eagles FOE #195
606 Maple Ave, Snohomish, WA 98290

1st Tuesday of the month Bike 
Show meeting same place at 7pm
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Key Peninsula
P.O. Box 602
Burley, WA 98322

Chad Holtquist
360-265-9777
gr8fulchad@gmail.com

2nd Thursday 7:00 PM 
Fred Needham VFW Post 2669
3100 SE Mile Hill Dr, Port Orchard, WA 98366

3rd Thursday 7:00 PM
Location varies (determined at
business meeting)

Mason County
PO Box 213
Shelton, WA 98584

Greg Hansen
360-229-6653
greg@stationfiftyone.com

1st Wednesday 7:00 PM Business meeting
Taylor Station Restaurant
62 SE Lynch Rd Shelton, WA 98584

6:00 PM social prior to business 
meeting

North Kitsap
PO Box 5831 
Bremerton, WA 98312

Jake Smith
360-633-5168
jake1161976@gmail.com

1st Wed 7:00 PM 
Silverdale All Star Lanes & Restaurant Atrium
10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale, WA 98383

Olympia
P.O. Box 7129 
Olympia, WA 98507-7129

Stacey Oestriech
360-561-0830
bowtyed1999@yahoo.com

1st Thurs 6PM Social hour, 7pm Business Mtg
Tea Leaf II
4646 Pacific Ave SE, Lacey, WA 98503

3rd Thurs Time/Place TBD

SEND UPDATES OR CORRECTIONS TO SECRETARY@ABATE-WA.ORG; WEBMASTER@ABATE-WA.ORG; NEWSLETTER@ABATE-WA.ORG   June 2020    3
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ABATE of Washington 
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ABATE State Coordinator
Lyle Coyle
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Shawn West

Contributing Writers and Photographers
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ABATE is an organization dedicated to 
Freedom of the Road, raising public awareness 
through education, political and community 
action and charitable deeds. Membership is 
open to anyone, 18 years or older, interested in 
promoting freedom, whether or not you own 
or ride a motorcycle. 

Photo this page: 69 XLH Sportster. (photo: Doug Bowers)
Photo opposite  page: Highwayman and Breeze at Spring Opener 2019. (photo: Highwayman)
Cover: Some of the riders during the Spokane Awareness Run top of Flowery Trail Road. (photo: Shawn West)
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UPFRONT
CONTACT US

ADDRESS CHANGES 
Email membership@abate-wa.org
or call Greg at (360) 229-6653
or complete form on back cover

CONTACT THE EDITOR
Email newsletter@abate-wa.org

FEEDBACK 
We want to hear from you. Do you  
have ideas how we might improve this 
newsletter? Is there something you  
would like to see here that isn’t here now?  
Send comments and suggestions to  
newsletter@abate-wa.org

SUBMIT A LETTER, ARTICLE, PHOTO 
OR FLYER
See submission guidelines, page 23

ADVERTISE IN FREEDOM
Email newsletter@abate-wa.org
See advertising rates, page 23

CALENDAR

  SHAWN WEST, EDITOR

Continued on page 23

 The MRF membership application in the newsletter has been updated with their new 
form. Rate and mailing address have changed. Please keep this in mind when it’s time to 
renew your membership.
 A whole lot of nothing for run flyers this month. I’ve instead added pictures that were 
sent in previously but had no room to publish. Apologies if I got the caption or credit 
wrong. When you send in a pic naming it as “Joe Smith at the Event Run by Jane Smith” 
is a good idea.
 See you in July!

JUNE

05 2020 ANI Campout 5th 6th 7th, 
ABATE of N. Idaho - St. Maries

20 Freedom Ride, 
Kootenai Chptr - Coeur D’Alene

ABATE of Washington 
Board of Directors & Executive Committee Meetings

BOD
July 18th, Columbia Gorge

October 20, Kittitas

ECOM
Paradise Lanes, 12505 Pacific Ave S, Tacoma 98444, 11am

TBD
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OFFICER REPORTS

From the State Coordinator
Lyle Coyle

 Hi everyone. This has been one messed up year so far and it is beyond belief the 
varying opinions you have on this shut down. It started with our Swap Meet, when 
Scott Robinson called to tell me the Monroe fairgrounds canceled our even. It was 
devastating to hear. All of the plans, the prep work, the plans were flushed down 
with one phone call.

 We started talks right then and there on Spring Opener. We decided that we would 
move forward with the event as if there were no issues because we believed this 
would be all done by then. Then that day when Governor Inslee came out with 
his four phases for reopening Washington we knew we were doomed but we still 
were trying to hold out a little hope because of it being on the other side of the 
mountains. After a number of calls with no hope in site we decided to cancel the 
Spring Opener. First time in 42 years. With the announcement of canceling Spring 

Opener we received varying responses from people who were planning on going to the event, some said they understood and 
it was for the best, some said they didn’t understand why but there is always next year, and then there were the ones who were 
pissed off saying we caved, we should just go have the event no matter what the Governor and Kittitas county says. So here I 
will tell you why we canceled. It came down to law, money, and the existence of ABATE of Washington. 

 First we are at the mercy of Kittitas County, we have to have a special event permit to have our event so no permit no event 
and the county said they will abide by whatever the Governor decided. 

 Second was the money. It cost upwards of 50 thousands of dollars to put on this event, this is money that under the current 
situation we would more than likely loose. There is also the point that some of our scheduled vendors were canceling and 
because of all of the businesses being shut down there was no place for members to actively sell raffle tickets so there is 
potentially a loss of another 30 thousand dollars. 

 Then there is ABATE of Washington, if we were to defy the Governor and the county and say we were going to have 
the event no matter what there would be a 99.9 percent chance the state would pull our not for profit status, our Articles of 
Incorporation, so we would no longer be a legitimate motorcycle rights organization, we would no longer be able to fight 
for motorcycle rights on the level we do now, everything that we and all the people before us have done would now be over. 
Believe me this was an extremely difficult decision, no one wanted to really do it but it was done for the good of ABATE of 
Washington and its members. 

 So what is going to happen now, If you bought a spring opener ticket it will be good for next year or your money will be 
refunded, if you bought a raffle ticket it will be good for next year or your money will be refunded. I hope everyone will be 
patient and help us work through this so we can all work for the betterment of ABATE of Washington. 

Diversity is about all of us, and about us having to figure out how to walk through this world together.
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OFFICER REPORTS

 Greetings. I want to let you all know that you are in my thoughts and prayers 
during this pandemic with Corona virus and Covid-19. I am reminded of Joshua 
1:9 which says: Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go.” I pray that you will find comfort in this verse knowing that 
the Lord is with us in all things minor or major.
 I understand that things may seem uncertain during this difficult time and I 
want to express that I am available for all of you, should you need to talk, need 
prayer, vent or just connect. I pray that this is time you are able to spend with 
your families and keeping faith in the Lord. I know that we will all be back on 
our bikes soon.
 Blessings.

State Chaplain
Sam Bonomo

 Members, keep looking ahead. The end of this appears to be getting closer. The good 
news is there are a lot of riders on the road. They have not closed the highways so get out 
and enjoy the ride.
 Hopefully none of you have to deal with this virus first hand ,prayers for all ..
Spring Opener was the latest fatality for us ,that makes two fund raising events for our 
organization this year. The good news is the state officers on the board have done a good 
job of managing our funds so we will carry on with business . Lyle is putting the details 
on the raffle in this issue so check it out. This year we have an opportunity to sell all our 
raffle tickets we could really use the help with getting that done , sell the tickets we have 
until next years  Spring Opener . Thanks for your support.
 Awareness Run   we had a great turn out for the first motorcycle awareness ride to 
Olympia close to 100 bikes .The purpose of this event is to bring awareness to the riders 
being killed in Washington State .Last year it was close to 100 riders died in various type 

of accidents . We have lost quality members to these accidents year after year .Now it is time for ABATE to bring this to the 
attention of the public and others. 
 Looking forward to seeing you all at the July B.O.D.  until then ride safe ride a lot .

Senior Deputy Coordinator
Scott Robinson
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Legislative Affairs Officer
Brian Lange & Louise Bentley

June 2020 Legislative Report

 These next few months, what I call “down time” in our legislative efforts, we will 
spend time examining our strongest motorcycle issues and reviewing the current 
Legislators as well as the new candidates expected to run for the November election. 
We will also be paying attention to motorcycle reports in general (i.e., news articles, 
crashes, events, runs, etc).

 Obviously there are fewer runs and events so far this year due to “gathering 
restrictions”. The summaries and guidelines being issued regularly by the Governor’s 

office regarding phases for lifting restrictions have included specific activities such as ATVs, horseback riding and motocross 
but say nothing about MC safety classes or businesses. We will keep monitoring our social restrictions.

 Speaking of motorcycle safety, there have been way too many motorcycle crashes (yes, even one crash is too many) so 
far this year. Some of these crashes have been due to rider carelessness and recklessness. ABATE’s purpose is primarily to 
promote motorcycling activities and protect motorcycling rights and safety. One of our biggest efforts as an organization, is to 
educate Legislators about motorcycle rights and to push for safety legislation that promotes freedom of choice for motorcycling 
activities. Hand in hand with educating Legislators is (or should be) our effort to promote a positive perception of motorcycles 
on roadways to the public. Keep in mind that every motorcycle crash diminishes our reputation as a valid vehicle source among 
both Legislators and the public! (I will not state all the obvious injurious issues that a crash can cause in this article) Every 
rider knows that s/he must keep his/her head clear and constantly watch for issues on the roadways at all times - so let’s all try 
harder to maintain awareness and safe handling practices when we roll on that throttle! Try to ride as if everyone who sees you 
hates motorcycles and you have the ability to prove them wrong!

 I want to take a few lines here to update members on Brian Lange’s campaign status. So far his campaign has made it 
into several of the District’s newspapers (20th District): Good articles in The Daily News (Apr 14), The Chronicle, and The 
Reflector (May 6) and in the East County Journal (May 13). You can also follow Brian’s campaign efforts via his Facebook 
page: Elect Brian Lange for 20th District Position 1 R. 

 Remember - the public’s perception, and acceptance, of motorcycles begins with us! Ride safely!
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CHAPTER REPORTS

East Pierce County Chapter on the Xander 14th Bday Ride. (photo: Laura Cain)

East Pierce County Chapter
From LAURA CAIN, CHAPTER SECRETARY

 BUCKLEY - Greetings from Quarantine! What a Spring this has been. I hope all our ABATE Family is staying healthy, 
well-fed and financially stable. My prayers go out to those who are struggling. 
 Well, here it is June and with many canceled events already and more in store (so, so saddened about the Opener) at 
least many folks are out riding on their own or in small groups. We had a great EPCC turnout for the Olympia Motorcycle 
Awareness Ride, as well as some Birthday Ride-Bys.
 I want to give a shout-out to our own Chapter Recruiting Queen Billi Bowen and our Coordinator Bubba Bowen who are 
still consistently managing to wrangle new members every month! EPCC will continue to stay on top of all your new and 
postponed events and join in as many as we can.
 Stay strong and stay safe.   

East Pierce County Chapter
From BILLI BOWEN, PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER

 BUCKLEY - This COVID business has really put a damper on events and rides this spring and summer, but those of us with 
EPCC have been busy handling business and doing our best to make the best of this current situation. We held our Support Our 
Supporters Ride 1.0 in March. 
 We visited our non bar supporters and spent a little money at their establishments. We have done so many birthday celebra-
tion rides, joining in local parades for local kiddos and elders celebrating milestones within our East Pierce County communi-
ties. Been a great spring for riding regardless of the current situations. 
 We have welcomed new members: Tom, Kelly, Val, Alex, Darrion and Brad. Such an amazing turn out for the Motorcycle 
Awareness Ride on May 9th. That was a great experience, thank you to EPCC members that joined us. We hope to see every-
one soon!   
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CHAPTER REPORTS
Sky Valley Chapter
From ROGER “HIGHWAYMAN” HANSON, DEPUTY COORDINATOR

 SNOHOMISH - Well as you can expect I have nothing much to report as we all stand down for the virus. Nope no bike 
show, no spring opener and I also heard maybe no Oyster run? (editor’s note: confirmed canceled)
 So I guess we have to look back at times we all rode together and had no worries about breaking any stay at home laws. 
Getting together for a breakfast ride was one of our chapters favorites! Buzz Inn for some food and conversations and then 
firing up the machines and heading out somewhere as it didn’t matter where just the group riding together in the wind. Well 
let’s shoot for a super spring opener next year with maybe a real name band and some new friends to meet. Here is a picture of 
Breeze and I at the opener last year. (See page 7)
 See you in the wind, some day!   

Pacific County Chapter
From JOHN TSCHANNEN, COORDINATOR 

 NASELLE - Pacific County Chapter’s May meeting took place via email. It consisted of a list of Covid-19 caused 
cancellations.
 Our 101 Run was canceled and we didn’t think the yearly ride to Golden Sands Assisted Living Center was a good idea 
this year. The Seniors there enjoy us showing up, giving rides, and letting them see our bikes. This year we felt the risks 
outweighed the benefits. 
 It is hard to predict what will happen this Summer regarding events. The Governor keeps moving the goalposts. Hopefully 
we can salvage the second half of the Summer. In the meantime, get some solo riding in!
 Stay sharp, and ride safe.   

South King County Chapter
From ADALINDA LUNDT, COORDINATOR

 AUBURN - Howdy. I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy and riding safe. Don’t forget to check tire air 
pressure, tire wear and tear and basic maintenance on your bike before you take it out for a spin. Keep your head on the swivel 
and ride skillfully.
 Well, SKCC  is still currently putting all of our events and runs on hold until a later date. Not much business going on with 
our chapter. I sure miss seeing everyone and chatting face to face. 
 I hope everyone has a safe uneventful ride down to Okympia for May Motorcycle Safety Month.
 Peace.    
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CHAPTER REPORTS

North Kitsap Chapter
From THOMAS SHORT, DEPUTY COORDINATOR

 POULSBO - Greetings from North Kitsap. You going stir-crazy yet? You are not alone. The North Kitsap ABATE crew is 
chafing to get back to normal operations.
 The good news: We had a great turnout for the Motorcycle Awareness run with lots of North Kitsap patches in view.
 The bad news: Spring Opener has been canceled. I guess this gives us one more year to create new signage for the bike show.
 The good news: Most of the folks I have spoken to about their Spring Opener Raffle tickets have basically just said 
“Donation” when asked if they would want a refund, so we don’t have to roll Jake or Lyle for the cash back.
 The bad news: It is very difficult to plan any events without knowing when this Covid crap will end. So please Covid 19 go 
away!
 With that in mind be sure to keep an eye on www.northkitsapabate.com for updates on our Chapter, general ABATE news, 
rides and events.   

Lewis County Chapter
From PAUL MORDICK, COORDINATOR 

 CHEHALIS - It seems like this is never going to end. Hopefully June will start to see things opening and some events be 
able to happen. It was a big disappointment to see the Spring Opener canceled. I know we are still planning on our Kickback 
Camp Out in August. It is a lot of fun and a big fundraiser for our Scholarship Fund. 
 We had some chapter members participate in the Motorcycle Awareness Ride to Olympia last month. Looked like well over 
one hundred bikes showed up. We have chapter members planning rides this summer. Looking forward to getting out with 
a group. We have held a couple of informal ZOOM meetings. It is not the same as meeting in person. It is still good to see 
friends we have not seen in a while. Get out and enjoy the sunshine when you get a chance. 
 Be safe out there and look out for those that are not. Be sure to check out our website. www.LewisCountyABATE.org Stay 
safe out there and watch out for those that are not.   

Columbia Gorge Chapter
From KEN BOSTICK, ROAD CAPTAIN

 GOLDENDALE - Greetings from Goldendale!
 Riding weather is upon us. We all hope you are getting out there and riding. Social distancing @70 mph.
 The motorcycle awareness run on May 9th to Olympia was a great success! Many thanks to all who were able to attend.
 As I’m sure you are all aware this Covid 19 pandemic is messing up and canceling all of our annual events, with stay at 
home orders, quarantine BS and still trouble finding toilet paper? I don’t get that. Let’s hope we can get through this sooner 
rather than later!
 An upcoming event here in Goldendale is the BOD meeting on 07/18/2020 it is being held at the American Legion, 109 
N. Grant, Goldendale, Wa.98630. Meeting starts at 12:00 noon. The Legion is providing a catered lunch at 1:00 of spaghetti, 
Caesar Salad and French bread for $9. Plenty of motel and camping places available. We hope you can join us as the new State 
Coordinator Scott Robinson is seated during the meeting.
 Ride safe and often! Remember there is freedom in the wind.   
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CHAPTER REPORTS
Elk Country Chapter
From CARRIE BREDY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY

 MORTON - Hey friends! I have a very special story to share this month, done so with full permission from the subject to 
share her name and all the details. For starters, she’s a brand new member of Elk Country, so I’ll start with a warm welcome to 
Michele!
 On January 14th, at 7:45 am, Michele was driving on Hwy 12. It was her 15th wedding anniversary, and a heavy snow was 
falling—lots of snow already on the roads. She was being safe and careful, driving with studded tires and only going about 30 
mph in her reliable Dodge Caravan. A big SUV was coming from the opposite direction, flying (for the road conditions) at 50 
mph. When the SUV driver tapped the brakes, they lost control of their vehicle causing the back end to whip around, blocking 
Michele’s lane entirely, and with no reaction time. She t-boned the SUV full force.
 Rather than being knocked out in the impact, Michele remained fully awake and aware as all four of her limbs were 
destroyed. She had multiple compound fractures, broke both femurs just above the knees, broke both forearms, cracked ribs on 
both sides, and shattered one hip. She remained awake and feeling through her trip to the Morton ER, and then the helicopter 
ride to Tacoma General. Finally, pain medication was administered. 
 Michele spent a full 102 days hospitalized (6 weeks at Tacoma General before being moved to a skilled nursing facility). 
At no point was she able to get up, leave the bed, stand; she could not bear any weight on her legs. She underwent multiple 
surgeries: replaced the shattered hip, and surgeries on both arms and both legs. After healing from all of those, both legs 
required a second round of surgeries to transplant bone into both femurs. Then the healing process began again. Throughout 
every step of this tragedy that was so undeserved, Michele kept the most positive attitude I’ve ever seen. She fought every day 
to work any muscles she could, and to use her brain and stay productive. She set little goals to work toward and crushed them 
all because she just needed to. It was truly inspiring from an outside perspective, and she gave many around her a healthier 
perspective on life.
 Finally, on April 24th, being able to bear weight on only one leg and using a walker and wheelchair, Michele was able to 
return home. Her home had been modified with a ramp and handicap accessible bathroom by her stellar employers and team at 
Randle Woods (and I do mean stellar—they’ve gotten me out of a scrape as well!). 
 Almost immediately after getting back home, Michele employed my help in finding her a motorcycle. She hasn’t ridden in 
many years, but now knows that if life can be stripped away at any moment, you damn well better do what makes you happy 
every day, so she’s getting back on 2 wheels! We found her dream bike, and Hardtail and I went to inspect it, test ride it, make 
a deal, and bring it home. “Scooter,” a sweet 2007 Yamaha V-Star 1100, is now Michele’s motivation in the very long healing 
process that still lies ahead. She has something to work toward, something to look forward to. In addition, she is now a 5-year 
member of Elk Country, so she has a huge new “family” waiting to welcome her! 
 I hope you are all well, and remember to do what you love as often as possible.   

“Scooter” (photo: Carrie Bredy)
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NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALLBIG  SMALL

Get a Quote
1-800-ASPHALT (1-800-277-4258)

www.roadspavingasphalt.com

DRIVEWAYS | PARKING LOTS | PRIVATE ROADS | PATCHING & REPAIR | AND MORE
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CHAPTER REPORTS
Spokane Chapter
From SHAWN WEST, COORDINATOR

 SPOKANE - A whole page? Good grief. Ok, lots of adjectives and double spacing…
 Besides how 2020 has started out its how it ends that has the most lasting implications for us in the Spokane area. Besides 
the Presidential election and supreme court appointment implications that has we’ve got 348 state office positions also coming 
up for a vote. Extending out policy, enactment dates and budgetary considerations what happens at the end of this year is going 
to dictate the boundaries of our legislative and safety efforts as a chapter and state organization operate in until 2026. You can 
find the offices up for election here (www.sos.wa.gov/elections/candidates/offices-open-for-election.aspx).
 On the local issue front I recently brought up the scourge of round-a-bouts that are popping up in our roadways. These are 
being designed and built by people that do not ride motorcycles. For one they are too damn small. Technically you aren’t 
supposed to brake while cornering yet I haven’t seen a single one so far with enough room to straighten out first if you need 
to. To go with that these things are being built with landscaping and sculptures in the center that block the vision of cellphone 
users entering the ‘bout in front of us. By the time you see a motorcycle is in the traffic pattern it’s too late. Spokane Municipal 
Code Section 17C.110.230 states nothing within the line of sight of traffic can be taller than 36 inches. Would like to see the 
crap being crammed into the center of these ‘bouts follow their own damn rules. 
 For all the new members we’ve had join the chapter, welcome by the way, you should of received a new member packet 
by email. If you haven’t please feel free to complain to the nearest chapter officer for one. After asking if you’re registered to 
vote you’ll at some point be asked what district you live in. If you don’t know then the easiest way to figure that out is with 
the Washington State District Finder App (https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder). When you get a call to action or requests to 
contact your local legislator on some issue of import that will tell you who to send a letter to.
 Our Awareness Run on May 9th was a good ride for everyone. Was one of the best riding days we’d had all year up to that 
point. Would of been totally without a hitch even with all the closures if my bike hadn’t broken down again. You know, over 
the last 6 years the only two times I’ve broken down has been during the Awareness Run. Maybe next year I should drive the 
follow rig instead.
 June is a month with almost endless amounts of cancellations for events. Not all is lost though. We’ve got on June 5th,6th 
and 7th a ride and campout at the Cutthroat Resort going on. This is the officially not official North Idaho Spring Opener. If 
you’d like to stay the night you need to make your own arrangements with the resort. Later in the month on June 20th is the 
Kootenai Chapter’s Freedom Run (see page 22). Normally this is the 3rd Saturday of May the weekend after our Awareness 
Run but was rescheduled. With Washington’s Spring Opener being canceled I suggested we organize a short notice run 
but since this is already scheduled I would suggest we just go on that. And no, that is not me being lazy but is in fact your 
Coordinator seizing an opportunity!
 Down the road in July the International ride is still on the schedule. I did hear back from the Toad Rock camp ground. They 
sent down the virus rules still in effect and I really don’t feel so bad about ours here in Washington after reading the craziness 
going on up there. We’ll be playing this one by ear and should look for an alternate location to do the ride and overnight just in 
case. Hot springs over in Montana? Spokane used to do a tri-state poker run over that way years ago so it would be a traditional 
location.
 August is open still for official chapter events. Usually is with so many in the region going to Sturgis. End of September is 
our benefit ride which closes out our official riding season. Which should be just about the time the flu season starts back up 
and King Inslee starts shutting everything down again.
 If you have a favorite ride or have an idea for an event then let us know at our next chapter meeting. Nothing says we only 
have to have one event a month. And as you can see with what was sent in to the newsletter for this issue we have plenty of 
room for more run flyers. ABATE is like all volunteer organizations in that it is what you make it. Figure out a ride and lets do 
it. Then you’ve got 12 months of time to plan on how to make the next one better.
 Our next chapter meeting is on June 13th. If Jackson St. isn’t open yet due to royal decree then we can always meet next door 
in Idaho where things are open. If there is a change of venue a notice will be emailed out to everyone and also posted up on 
facebook and our chapter website.
 And that is about all for this month. As always give a wave when we see you on the road!   
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North Kitsap at Steam 2019. (photo: North Kitsap Chapter)

Sky Valley Bike Show 2017. (photo: Sky Valley Chapter)
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Tacoma road clean up crew 2019. (photo: Tacoma Chapter)

EPCC during their Bunny Hop Run in 2019 where they delivered 170 easter baskets for foster children. (photo: Joe Cain)
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Spokane Chapter and guests during the May Awareness Run 2019. (photo: Spokane Chapter)

Think this is from a SKCC run in 2019. No caption info in pic name. (photo: South King County Chapter)
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